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Mass times, again 
Parish priests do not like changing Mass times. For one parish with one church it is 
reasonably easy to balance the capacity of the priest and the needs and desires of most 
parishioners, but some will still prefer different times. For several churches it becomes 
very difficult to balance the desires and needs of parishioners and the capacities of the 
priests within limitations imposed by geography and driving conditions. There was some 
discontent with the schedule in use over the last 18 months, and times were revised 
again to take effect this weekend so the majority of churches could still have Mass even 
when we are short a priest, but also to take into account the addition of Dimbulah and 
Kuranda. Finding it difficult to understand the complexities some people have found it 
difficult to accept the solutions. Bishop James was aware of complaints or discontent, 
and he finally decided to intervene and impose a solution. Even so, he then became 
more aware of the real difficulties involved, and after further consultation has 
established a new schedule that manages to keep as much as possible to already 
preferred times. People need to bear in mind that times must be viewed in pairs or trios 
so that when we do not have all four priests, the 3 or 2 can manage as much as 
possible. For example, the priest in Atherton for Sunday 10am may first be in Dimbulah 
at 8am, or Malanda at 8.30am; the priest at Mt Garnet at 7.30am also covers 
Ravenshoe at 9am, but may also be needed at Millaa Millaa at 10.30am. The new 
schedule cannot take effect immediately, but can be introduced when Fr Dariusz arrives 
and Fr John Sullivan departs. We plead with all to understand and accept that we have 
done the best we can. 
Saturday pm: Herberton 5.30; Yungaburra 5.30; Mareeba 6.00 

Sunday am: Mt Garnet 7.30; Dimbulah 8.00; Malanda 8.30 
Ravenshoe 9.00; Atherton 10.00; Mareeba 10.00 
Millaa Millaa 10.30 

Sunday pm: Atherton 5.00; Kuranda 6.00 

Anniversaries: Sunday, Alfred John Rayment; Tuesday, Jessie Petersen, Robert Congoo; 
Thursday, Elizabeth Kleinhans, June Woodleigh, Ida Woods, June Woodleigh, Mavis McCarthy; 
Friday, Catherine Della-Bosca, Harry Jones, Clyde King. 
 

Parishes’ Diaries: this week 

Today New Mass times begin (R, A), but special 5pm time today in Ravenshoe 
Fr Michael & Fr Dariusz first weekend on the Tablelands 

Tuesday 5.30pm, 2nd rite Sacrament of Penance, (R) 
Thursday 9.30am Advent reflection group (R) 

5.30pm, 2nd rite Sacrament of Penance (A) 
6pm for 6:45pm, St James Community Council (M) 

Fr Barry, Fr Michael & Fr Dariusz 

Liturgy & prayer times this week (17–23 Dec 2018) 
Liturgies planned to be Mass are indicated thus.  

 Atherton 
(& Yungaburra, Herberton) 

Malanda 
(& Millaa Millaa) 

Ravenshoe 
(& Mt Garnet) 

Mon 17 7.30am   

Tue 18 7.30am 5.30pm 5.30pm 2nd Rite of 
Penance (R) 

Wed 19 7.30am; 9.15am (Carinya) 5.30pm   

Thu 20 7.30am 
5.30pm 2nd Rite of Penance 

10.45am (OzC); 5.30pm 7.30am 

Fri 21 9.30am 5.30pm  

Sat 22 7.30am   

Sun 23 (Sat pm) 5.30pm (H); 5.30pm (Y)   

Sun 10am (A); 5pm (A) 8.30am; 10.30am (MM) 7.30am (MG); 8am 

General Notices 
New Year’s Resolution – Need something new, challenging, exciting, fulfilling for the New 
Year? Become a Missionary in your own Parish. Join the State School Religious Instruction 
team. Be a Catechist or Catechist’s Buddy. Apply for your Blue Card now. Training is 
provided. Don’t delay. Be ready to start in February, 2019. Talk with your parish priest about 
joining the team. For more details contact Janice Hunt, State School RI Coordinator, 0429 
483 307 or  jhunt@cairns.catholic.org.au 

The Advent Reflection Group will meet each Thursday in the Ravenshoe Presbytery at 
9.30am.  All welcome. 
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are God’s instruments. For some people 
you may be their only link to God and 
the Good News. It is through your life 
that people see and experience Christ 
and his enduring message of love, 

acceptance, forgiveness, peace and 
hope. 

David J Hore CSsR 
© Redemptorists 2018 

16 December 2018, 3rd Sunday of Advent (C) 

REJOICE IN THE LORD! A theme of joy always runs through the liturgy of the Third Sunday 
of Advent. The joy of this day springs from our anticipation and excitement that the 
Lord’s coming is very near. We ask the Lord to remove any sadness from our hearts that 
hinder us from embracing the peace and hope which his presence will bestow on us this 
Christmas. 

%ÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÔÉÐÈÏÎ 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.  
Indeed, the Lord is near. 

0ÅÎÉÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ !ÃÔ ɉÉÎ -ÁÓÓ ÏÎÌÙɊ 

Priest/Deacon Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
Congregation for we have sinned against you. 
Priest/Deacon Show us, O Lord, your mercy, 
Congregation and grant us your salvation. 

2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÉÁÌ ÁÎÔÉÐÈÏÎ 

Cry out with joy and gladness, 
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 

'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÁÃÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÁÎÔÉÐÈÏÎ 

Say to the faint of heart: 
Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, 
and he will save us. 

2ÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ 
Today: Zeph 3:14-18; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 
Next Sunday, Advent 4(C): Mic 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

John the Baptist is preaching at the 
River Jordan. After listening to him, three 
different groups ask a simple question, 
“What must we do?” John replies to 
each group separately, according to their 
way of life. 

The ordinary folk are to share what 
they have; their clothes and food, with 
those who are in need. The tax 
collectors, who don’t have a good 
reputation because they do the dirty 
work of the Romans and then make a 
profit for themselves on the side, leading 
to all sorts of corruption and extortion, 
are to be honest and just in what they 
collect. The soldiers are told, “No 
intimidation! No extortion! Be content 
with your pay!” 

Having listened to John’s wise 
preaching and teaching, the people 
begin to wonder if John himself is the 
Messiah; the One for whom they had 
waited expectantly and with intense 
longing. But John is quick to silence such 
talk; he is not the Messiah! John diverts 
attention from himself to Jesus. His 
ministry is not about himself but about 
the One who is coming; “someone who 
is more powerful than I am, and I am not 
fit to undo the strap of his sandals.” John 
baptises with water but the Messiah will 
baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

John proclaimed repentance, 
prepared for Jesus and died. This is the 
pattern of John’s life. It’s also the pattern 
of Jesus’ life. He proclaimed the Good 
News, prepared the way to the Father 
and died. It’s the pattern of our own 
Christian living. We proclaim the Good 
News, prepare for the many ways that 
Christ comes to us throughout our lives 
and die to ourselves. 

By being baptised “with the Holy 
Spirit” we are empowered to do God’s 
work, for in baptism our lives are grafted 
onto Christ. In baptism we become 
heralds, like John, of Christ’s redeeming 
presence in our world. By our Christian 
living we not only point to Christ, but we 
also make present the Christ who lives in 
us! 

So, what must we do? Whether we 
are at the office, in the kitchen, on the 
playground, in the supermarket, on the 
golf course, in the classroom, behind the 
counter, in the factory, at the garage, 
working at the keyboard, answering the 
phone or in the waiting room, we need 
to remember that we are God’s 
representatives, proclaiming the Good 
News wherever we are. 

Today, think about your life; the 
people with whom you come into 
contact; your sphere of influence. You 

16 December 2018, 3rd Sunday of Advent (C) 

We are the Good News people 


